
Dear Amherst Families,                                                         3/4/2020 

I am writing to you with two goals in mind:  1) to dispel rumors that may be 
circulating in the community and online, and 2) to ask for your help. First, at this 
time there are no confirmed cases of coronavirus in our district. If or when we do 
cross that bridge, I would like to make sure the privacy of our students and staff 
members is maintained and all people are treated with kindness and respect. I 
think Timothy Brewer, professor of epidemiology and medicine at UCLA, said it 
best, “There’s no value in panicking or telling people to be afraid. Don’t let fear and 
emotion drive the response to this virus. That can be extremely difficult because it 
is new, and we’re still learning about it, but don’t allow fear of what we don’t know 
about the virus to overwhelm what we do know.” 

Please know that the school district works closely with the Department of Health 
(DOH). The DOH provides guidance and advice for students or staff who have 
returned from traveling to one of the countries that have experienced higher 
numbers of confirmed cases of coronavirus. Out of an abundance of caution, the 
DOH guidance for those individuals is a voluntary 14-day home quarantine. This 
does not mean that they are symptomatic or that they are even being tested for the 
virus. It is simply a preventative measure based on what is known to be a 14-day 
incubation period. If no symptoms arise, the student or staff member is cleared to 
return to school at the end of the quarantine period. 

The DOH guidance evolves regularly as does the list of impacted nations. It is 
important for families to inform the school district or DOH if they travel to impacted 
countries. 

As I stated previously, if or when the district becomes aware that a student or staff 
member is diagnosed with the coronavirus we will communicate as much 
information as legally possible. Again, we need to be respectful of people’s privacy 
while also maintaining a safe and healthy environment for all students and staff. 
Something we plan to do by collaborating with state and local health officials.  

In the meantime, I would like to reiterate that proper hygiene and regularly 
cleaning of frequently touched surfaces and objects with disinfectants are the best 
preventative measures. The District is working diligently to educate our students on 
proper hygiene, increase access to hand washing and sanitizing stations, and we 
have tasked our cleaning crews with ensuring that high traffic areas and surfaces 
are disinfected regularly.  We will be increasing the number of cleaning hours and 
personnel as an additional proactive measure. 

I will continue to provide updates as they become available, but please know I will 
not single out any students or staff members by revealing personally identifiable 
information or personal medical information. 

Thank you, 
Anthony Panella, Superintendent 


